we shall give figures and a detailed account of three only; but the principle and general plan of the whole will be sufficiently evident from our extracts.]
The trusses with solid blocks, now in use or recommended by inventors, may be divided into two classes. 1st. Those which are constructed for the express purpose of producing irritation, in order to effect a condensation of the skin, cellular tissue, and the fascia superficialis or the abdominal tendons about the hernial orifice, into one common mass by adhesion. 2d. Those which are designed to secure the constant, perfect, and safe retention of the bowel, without the attempt to create intentional irritation in the parts pressed by the instrument. The first class includes the truss of Stagner, and the various apparatus of Dr. Hood for the treatment of common inguinal, ventro-inguinal, femoral, and umbilical hernia.
The second class embraces all the instruments invented by Dr. Chase, which are five in number.
From the result of all the evidence presented to them, and their reasonings upon it, the committee are irresistibly drawn to the following conclusions. 1st. I hat the trusses of the first class do not secure the complete and permanent retention of the bowel with all the certainty which may be obtained by mechanical means. 2d. That although it is extremely probable that radical cures may be occasionally effected by the use of such instruments, it has not been proved that the success following their employment exceeds that which has been obtained by the better kinds of trusses previously in use. 3d. That the action of these instruments is often attended with serious and unnecessary inconvenience, uneasiness, and pain. Lastly, That their employment for too long a time, when the degree of pressure exerted by them is considerable, sometimes produces absorption of the tendons, dilatation of the hernial orifice, and an extension of the evils they are designed to remove; and that any attempt to obviate this danger, by lessening the pressure while the support of the instruments continues to be required, will diminish the security of the retention. For all which reasons the committee do not feel warranted in making a favorable report on the claims of this class of trusses upon the confidence of the society. This subject has been amply discussed in the work of Dr. Chase, and the committee are prepared, after due reflection, to coincide in the opinion expressed by that gentleman, that the semi-circular steel springs of Salmon and Ody are objectionable, because they are brought into accurate relation with the body only at the spots corresponding with the spine and the hernial orifice; the whole arch of the spring resting loosely over the side of the pelvis without a fixed location, and remaining liable to continual change of place from the movements of the glutei muscles and the reaction of the dress of the patient. The changes just mentioned must inevitably lead to the danger of corresponding changes in the position of the pads or blocks, and consequent insecurity of retention. The motives for the invention of this class of springs were the three following, and they are obviously fallacious. 1st. It was supposed that the pressure of the spiral elastic springs, being exerted throughout their whole length, renders them liable to derangement by the motions of the parts on which they press: but, excepting on the front of the hypogastric region of the abdomen, those parts have so slight a degree of mobility? based as they are upon the solid structure of the pelvis, and almost uninfluenced by muscular contractions, that their alterations of figure are of no real importance. The changes in the figure of the hypogastric region are fully compensated by the elasticity of the spiral springs, and those of the parts over the ring of the ilium are successfully counteracted by perineal straps, so that the accuracy and permanence of retention are not contravened when spiral springs are employed. 2d. It was supposed that the changes of shape in the hypogastric region required some mode of adjustment more complete than that effected by the elasticity of the main spring, to enable the pad or block to accommodate itself at all times to the form of the parts; and hence the ball-and-socket pad attachment, to which the semi-circular spring was deemed peculiarly adapted. fig. 1 . k. A window in the anterior extremity of the main-spring. I. The iron neck of the block-slide, continued along the mainspring for some inches and seen through the window k.
m. Two broad-headed screws of the spring adjustment, securing the flattened extremity of the iron neck to the mainspring, and, when loose, permitting it to slide on the main-spring. 
